
  

Welcome to the Heart of Illinois Beekeepers  

Association Beginner Beekeeper Class 2025  

  

Congratulations in taking your first steps in becoming a beekeeper!  

This document has been prepared for your convenience and includes 
reference material as well as the schedule for the beginner beekeeper 
class. 

The Heart of Illinois Beekeepers Association are here to help you navigate 
the exciting journey of beekeeping.   

In addition to the 2025 course, you are encouraged to view the past 
YouTube class videos via the playlist link below. The playlist also contains 
Q&A sessions from 2021 and 2022 which may help to answer common 
new beekeeper questions. 

 

Beginner Beekeeper Playlist: https://bit.ly/401ro3N  

 

  



CLASS SCHEDULE 

Introduction to Beekeeping Workshop 
2/1/2025 

8:30 – 9:00 Participants Check In  
9:00 – 9:15 Introductions (Sean Rennau)  
9:15 – 9:55 Woodenware costs (Mark Kilty) 
9:55 – 10:10 BREAK 
10:10 – 11:00 Bee Biology (Rebecca Cox) 
11:00 – 12:00 Beekeeping Year-Month by Month (Rollyn Aberle) 
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch 

12:30 – 1:00 

Diseases & Pests (Luke Harvey) 
Beeking & the law (TBD) 
Registering hive with State of IL 
Wildlife Prairie Park 

1:00 – 1:30 Diseases and pests (Jim Wellwood) 
1:30 – 2:15 Package Installation (Jim Wellwood) 
2:15 – 2:30 BREAK 
2:30 – 3:30 Breakout Sessions Panel – (Sean/Mark) 
3:30 – 4:00 Door prizes, Closing 

  

 
  



  



  



  



  



  



 



  



Equipment Prices 

 

Item Description Price Each Vendor Quantity Subtotal 

Complete Hive - 10 Frame $143.59 HillCo 1 $143.59 

Assembled Deep Hive Body with Frames - 10 Frame $69.99 HillCo 1 $69.99 

Assembled Medium Super with Frames - 10 Frame $66.59 HillCo 1 $66.59 

Standard Nuc Box - 5 Frame (with frames) $66.59 HillCo 1 $66.59 

Large Frame Feeder - for deep boxes $16.59 HillCo 1 $16.59 

HillCo Bee Smoker - 10" $39.99 HillCo 1 $39.99 

Deluxe Hive Tool $14.59 HillCo 1 $14.59 

Square Beekeeper Veil $21.59 HillCo 1 $21.59 

Varroa EasyCheck $19.25 Amazon 1 $19.25 

   Subtotal $458.77 

     

You May Also Want     

Frame Gripper $11.59 HillCo   

Bee Brush $10.59 HillCo   

Vented Bee Jacket or Suit $81.59-112.59 HillCo   

Leather Gloves $14.59 HillCo   

Nitrile Gloves (50 pack) $9.99 Harbor Freight   

Mouse Guard $2.99 HillCo   

Smoker Fuel $0-20.00 Various   

Propane Torch Kit $19.99 Menards   

Racheting Tie Down $3.99 Harbor Freight   
 

  



Season Hobbyist Beekeeper
~1-10 colonies

Sideline Beekeeper
~11-250 colonies

Commercial Beekeeper
~251+ colonies

Spring Up to three hours needed to work 10 colonies 
every 7 – 10 days throughout the season

Up to 50 hours needed to work 250 colonies 
once every 7– 10 days throughout the season

Up to 120 hours needed to work 700 colonies 
every 7 – 10 days throughout the season

Summer
Up to three hours needed to work 10 colonies 
once every two to three weeks throughout the 

season

Up to 50 hours needed to work 250 colonies 
every two to three weeks throughout the 

season

Up to 120 hours needed to work 700 colonies 
once every two to three weeks throughout the 

season

Fall
Up to three hours needed to work 10 colonies 
once every four to six weeks throughout the 

season

Up to 50 hours needed to work 250 colonies 
once every four to six weeks throughout the 

season

Up to 120 hours needed to work 700 colonies 
once every four to six weeks throughout the 

season

Winter

Up to three hours needed to work 10 colonies 
once every six to eight weeks in a mild 

climate and three to four months in a colder 
one throughout the season

Up to 50 hours needed to work 250 colonies 
once every six to eight weeks in a mild 

climate and three to four months in a colder 
one throughout the season

Up to 120 hours needed to work 700 colonies 
once every six to eight weeks in a mild 

climate and three to four months in a colder 
one throughout the season

Notes: Infrequent night and weekend work: This is 
necessary only when moving colonies, or 

making weekends the days that colonies are 
worked. Infrequent travel may occur if bees

are moved for honey production or 
pollination purposes. Hobbyists often do not 

move their colonies.

Frequent night and weekend work: Sideline 
beekeepers usually engage in typical 

migratory beekeeping practices, requiring 
bees to be moved at night. Furthermore, they 

typically have a full time job other than 
beekeeping making weekend work common. 

Frequent travel is necessary.

Extremely frequent night and weekend work. 
Commercial beekeepers spend a lot of time 

on the road, moving colonies for honey 
production and crop pollination purposes.

Time Commitment of Beekeeping by Operation Size

Online Master Beekeeper Program
Apprentice Level
Getting Started –The Monetary and Time Requirements of Beekeeping

Honey Bee Research and Extension Laboratory
University of Florida

The approximate number of hours and frequency of visits needed to work all colonies in hobbyist, sideline, and commercial beekeeping operations. The
labor estimates in this table are likely overestimated, and represent the typical maximum time needed. The number of hours in each category for each
season reflects the amount of time spent managing the largest number of colonies for hobbyist (10 colonies) and sideline (250 colonies) beekeepers and
about 700 colonies for commercial beekeepers. The latter represents the approximate maximum number of colonies a single individual can expect to
maintain on a full time basis without additional assistance. The amount of time required per visit per size of operation is not linear. Larger beekeeping
operations tend to streamline work, requiring less time per colony visit.



 

 

  



ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
APIARY INSPECTION SECTION 

P.O. BOX 19281 - FAIRGROUNDS 
SPRINGFIELD, IL  62794-9281 

APPLICATION FOR APIARY REGISTRATION 
TO ALL BEEKEEPERS IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS: 
In compliance with the Illinois Bees and Apiaries Act, every person keeping bees must register with the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture.  There is no charge for registration.  To register, complete and return this form to the address listed above. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms________________________________________________________________________________ 
  (Circle one) 

MAILING ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________ 

CITY__________________________________           STATE__________             ZIP________________________ 

TELEPHONE______________________________   COUNTY of RESIDENCE____________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE ______________________________________________    DATE _________________________ 

* Please consider registering your colonies on DriftWatch at www.driftwatch.org.

APIARY LOCATION INFORMATION 
An apiary is any place where one or more colonies of bees are kept.  Location of all apiaries must be listed. 

Please provide GPS (Global Positioning System) Coordinates which are required for registration.  They can be obtained from 
the website https://www.getlatlong.net.  Address and Legal Description (example below) are also helpful.  

 Number    Name          GPS Coordinates, Address       Landowner or Name of 
    of     of   and Legal Description    Person at Premises Where 
Colonies          County              Township    (Section, Township, Range)        the Colonies Are Kept 

______  _________________  _________________     ___________________________________ ________________________ 

______  _________________  _________________  ___________________________________    ________________________ 

______  _________________  _________________  ___________________________________    ________________________ 

______  _________________  _________________  ___________________________________    ________________________ 

______  _________________  _________________  ___________________________________    ________________________ 

______   _________________  _________________  ___________________________________   ________________________ 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: This state agency is requesting disclosure of information that is necessary to accomplish the statutory purpose as outlined under 
the Illinois Compiled Statutes, Chapter 510, Act 20.  Failure to provide this information shall prevent this form from being processed.  This form has been 
approved by the State Forms Management Center. 

IL 406-0286 (rev 11/01/2016)

For Agency Use Only 

Registration No.   _______________ 

Registration Date  ______________ 

http://www.driftwatch.org/
https://www.getlatlong.net/


BeeHive Inspection Form
Better Documentation, Better Bees
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Company:

Beekeeper:
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Apiary Details

Hive Repairs

Record Tips:
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Temper  
1. Calm 
2. Tense 
3. Angry

Activity 
1. Heavy 
2. Moderate 
3. Light

Odour 
1. Sweet 
2. Sour 
3. Foul

Strength 
1. Strong 
2. Moderate 
3. Weak

Example: Stores  
2FH - 2 frames honey 
9FH - 9 frames honey 
1FP - 1 frame pollen

Feed Added 
4L11: 4L 1:1 simple syrup 
2L21: 2L 2:1 simple syrup 
2PP: 2 pollen patties

Temperature:

Humidity:

Weather:

Beekeepers Initials

Suggestion or comment? Discuss at www.beetalk.ca | Contact: email dsoneil@gmail.com or Twitter @dsoneil | Copyright 2018 Darcy S. O'Neil  www.beespace.ca 

To download the latest version of the BeeHive Inspection Form please visits: www.beespace.ca/beehive-inspection-form
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► Made from durable 
plastics

► A robust and reusable 
product► Tight-fitting lid 

is leak-free and 
comfortable to use

► Two molded guide 
lines allow samples 
of 200 or 300 bees

Want to become a varroa mite expert?
Download our Varroa Guide
www.varroa-easycheck.com

VETO-PHARMA
12-14 rue de la Croix Martre 
91120 PALAISEAU - FRANCE
info@vetopharma.com
www.veto-pharma.com

Main objective: Avoid a critical 
level of varroa mite infestation

DID YOU KNOW? A 3% infestation can cut honey yield 
by up to 13 kilos/year (28 pounds).1 Varroa infestation does 
not only impact the health, but also the hive productivity.

1 Maisonnasse, et al, 2014. A study conducted by INRA found that a 3% Varroa infestation cuts honey 
production by 5 kilos (11 lbs) of lavender honey per flow, or as much as 13 kilos (28 lbs) per year.

Why and how to monitor my hives?Anatomy of a Varroa EasyCheck®
VARROA MONITORING

3 monitoring methods reunited 
in the same tool!

Alcohol wash Sugar roll CO2 injection

3 in 1
► Designed for effectiveness: fallen mites 

pass through holes in the base  
and sides of the filter basket

TIME OF THE YEAR INFESTATION LEVEL

Early spring ≥ 1%

Between two honey flows > 2 %

End of season: July -  
August (before treatment) > 3 %

Winter
(after treatment) ≥  2 %

Treatment
required!

TIME OF MONITORING OBJECTIVE

Early spring
Early detection makes it possible to plan 
effectively and assess the need for an early 
springtime treatment without honey supers.

During a honey flow*
Detect a massive varroa build-up and plan 
possible intermittent treatment between honey 
flows. 

Late July – August 

Choose the best-suited late-season treatment 
depending on the level of infestation. 
This check is really important, as it will help you  
to compare the infestation rate before/after treatment,  
and thus the efficacy or your mite treatment.

September –  
October - December

Ensure effectiveness of autumn treatment 
and assess the need for additional treatment 
in winter (when brood is absent) or early next 
spring.

*Particularly in areas where there are large number of hives belonging to different beekeepers.

www.varroa-easycheck.com

Non contractual photo - The expendables (alcohol, sugar, CO2 injector and cartridges) are to be purchased separately 
US PATENT n° US10,959,410, B2..

New

ES
Y-

01
-E

X-
N0

4-
12

/2
1



ALCOHOL WASH POWDERED SUGAR ROLL CO2 INJECTION

Alcohol wash consists of immersing a sample of bees into 
alcohol and then gently shaking the EasyCheck to detach the 
phoretic mites so they can be counted. 

•	 Fast, easy and inexpensive.  
The liquid can be re-used for up to 10 counts.

•	 The most consistent in terms of delivering accurate 
results. Recognized as the most accurate, reliable, 
and economical option for beekeepers.1-2

•	 Inexpensive.
•	 Keeps the sample of bees alive.

•	 Fast.
•	 Keeps the sample of bees alive.
•	 Research conducted in Europe indicates results 

similar in accuracy to alcohol wash.1The monitoring result may vary depending  
on the experience of use and air humidity 
(agglomeration of sugar). Requires the purchase of the Varroa 

EasyCheck Injector + CO2 cartridges refills.

With this method, the bees are rolled with powdered sugar, 
causing the mites to separate from the bees. The EasyCheck 
is then gently shaken, causing the sugar and the mites to 
pass through the white basket’s holes. 

In the CO2 method, bees and mites are rendered unconscious 
by exposure to carbon dioxide gas. The sample of 
anesthetized bees is then gently shaken in the EasyCheck, 
causing the mites to fall from the bees.

Check out our step-by-step  
tutorials, pictures and videos on www.varroa-easycheck.com

Alcohol wash

sugar roll

CO2 injection

1 - Efficiency of Varroa monitoring methods, the benefits of standardized monitoring devices.  
Ludovic de Feraudy, Dr. Ulrike Marsky & Ph.D. Jiri Danihlik. - Apimondia 2019 proceeding.
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1 - Honey Bee Health Coalition - Tools for Varroa Management 7th edition, Page 7
2 - Efficiency of Varroa monitoring methods, the benefits of standardized monitoring devices.  

Ludovic de Feraudy, Dr. Ulrike Marsky& Ph.D. Jiri Danihlik. - Apimondia 2019 proceeding.



2023 Schedule of Events 

February 7, 2025 6:30pm 
Swarm Traps, Woodenware Review, HIBA Budget 
Guest Speaker – Mark Kilty 

 
March 7, 2025 6:30pm 
Bee disease review, Mel Disselkon method of splitting colonies, other splitting methods 
Guest Speaker – Jim Wellwood, Illinois Apiary Inspector 

 
April 11, 2025 6:30pm 
North American Honey Bee Expo 
Guest Speaker – Luke Harvey 

 
May 9, 2025 6:30pm 
Topic TBD 
Guest Speaker – TBD 

 
June 7, 2025, 8:30am – 1:30pm  
Field Day – Wildlife Prairie Park 
Guest Speakers TBD 
Mead Making Demonstration & Sampling with Erica Taylor & Nick Dunne 
Hive openings with Apiary Manager Steven Schmidt 
Raffle and door prizes available 

 
August 8, 2025 6:30pm 
Hive Treatment 
Guest Speaker – Luke Harvey 

 
September 12, 2025 6:30pm 
Hive Winterization, Cookoff, Election 
Guest Speakers – Mark Kilty 

 
October 10, 2025 6:30pm 
Fall Banquet, Potluck, Honey Contest, Elections 

 

All meetings held at Peoria County Farm Bureau unless otherwise noted



  



WeisBatty Bees  Jeff Battaglini, weisbatty@gmail.com 

 

 
Source: The Terroir of Honey blog 

 

Queen Colors: Will you raise good bees? 
 

 
Adapted from Piedmont Beekeepers Association website 
 
Queen, Worker, Drone Math 
 

 
Adapted from Bush Farms for WCB 
 
Queen Bee 
 

 
Adapted from Bee Pride for WCB 

Worker Bee Chores 
 

 
Adapted from Bee Pride for WCB 

Bee Math 



  



  



  



 



Bee Sources 
Riverview Road Apiary (Luke Harvey) 

Riverview Road Apiary will be offering 5-frame nucs this April! The bees 
will be Italian mutts which are gentle and productive. All nucs are 
inspected both by our local inspector and the state inspector where they 
originate. 5 frame nucs are $200 in a plastic Pro Nuc box. Pick up date 
shared once confirmed. 
 
 

Honey Pimp Apiaries 
Packages and nucs available! Packages are $135 with pickup in 
Bloomington on April 15, and 5 frame nucs are $195 with availability in 
early May or after. 

You can find our ordering info as well as some thoughts on how to choose 
between a package or nucs on Tom’s website via the link to the right. 

Any questions text or call 630-728-1400 – Tom is located in Bloomington. 

 

HillCo 
Packages and nucs available! Packages are $139 with pickup at John Hill’s 
facility in Minonk on April 12, April 19 or May 17. HillCo’s 5 frame nucs 
are $195 with pickup on approximately April 19 in Mononk. 

 

 

 

 

Other sources of bees are also available, and the HOI Beekeepers association does not directly recommend any specific 
supplier. Any purchased bees should be properly inspected by a state inspector and packaged bees should typically be 
turned over to the purchaser less than 24 hours after being packaged at their apiary of origin. 
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